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RECOGNIZING DIANE WHITAKER

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. THOMPSON) for 5
minutes.

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to honor
Diane L. Whitaker as she retires from
the Clinton County Library System
this year after serving 31 years and 31
days as executive director of the Ross
Library in Lock Haven, Pennsylvania.

In the library’s 107 years of existence,
Ms. Whitaker is just the seventh direc-
tor, but she is the longest serving in its
history.

The Ross Library Board of Trustees
recently hosted a celebration for Ms.
Whitaker. They also revealed the
newly named ‘‘Diane L. Whitaker Gen-
ealogy Collection” on a plaque in her
honor.

Over the years, Ms. Whitaker has
overseen numerous projects and has
also authored grant applications that
have helped local libraries with much-
needed funding.

Ms. Whitaker was raised in Clearfield
County and holds a bachelor’s degree in
secondary education from Lock Haven
University. She earned a master’s de-
gree in library science from Clarion
University.

She has been a career librarian for
more than four decades, working as a
school librarian, bookmobile librarian,
children’s coordinator, branch librar-
ian, and administrator.

Ms. Whitaker and her husband, Les-
ter, live in Beech Creek. They have
three daughters and six grandchildren,
all of whom reside in Clinton and Cen-
tre Counties.

Mr. Speaker, I thank Ms. Whitaker
for all her contributions to Ross Li-
brary and the entire Clinton County
Library System. The community is a
better place thanks to her efforts. She
plans to visit State and national parks
in her retirement, which I think is an
outstanding plan.

RECOGNIZING MICHAEL COLBERT

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, for nearly 20 years, Mi-
chael Colbert has given his leadership
to Oil Creek Township as supervisor
chairman. Last week, he oversaw his
final meeting as supervisor, and he will
retire at the end of the year.

Mr. Colbert first served as a super-
visor in 1993 to fill a vacancy, but he
stepped down the next year. He would
run again in 1999, win the seat, and of-
ficially be sworn in in January 2000.

Over nearly 20 years at the helm, Mr.
Colbert oversaw numerous projects,
but he told the Titusville Herald that
his proudest achievement was helping
pave the way for Walmart to open a
store in the township.

In his well-deserved retirement, Mr.
Colbert said he plans to vacation in
Florida for a few weeks.

Mr. Speaker, I thank Mr. Colbert for
his dedication and leadership to Oil
Creek Township as supervisor chair-
man. He has given nearly 20 years of
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his time and energy to his neighbors
and his community. For that, we are
grateful.

I wish him the best in retirement.

RECOGNIZING PEARL S. BUCK
INTERNATIONAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. FITZPATRICK) for 5
minutes.

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise today to recognize the important
work that Pearl S. Buck International
is doing in our community in Bucks
County.

Pearl S. Buck was the first woman to
receive both the Pulitzer and Nobel
Prize for literature. Pearl Buck spent
decades of her life in China, immersing
herself in its culture and history, with
her remaining time living in Bucks
County, Pennsylvania.

The foundation continues her work,
providing opportunities to explore and
appreciate other cultures and building
better lives for children around the
globe. Their work on projects—like the
Backyard Gardening Project in the
Philippines, Life Skills Education for
Children Living in Vietnamese Orphan-
ages, and Thailand Clean Drinking
Water and Sanitation Project—has in-
creased humanitarian aid for people
across the world.

The organization’s School Outreach
Program and the High School Leader-
ship Program, which equips students
committed to making lifelong con-
tributions within the community with
effective leadership skills, have made
positive and long-lasting impacts in
our district. I am thankful for, and
stand in full support of, the work that
Pearl S. Buck International does in our
community and around the globe.

RECOGNIZING BENJAMIN RUSH ELEMENTARY

SCHOOL

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker,
this December, over 50 students at Ben-
jamin Rush Elementary School in
Bucks County were recognized for their
completion of the Drug Abuse Resist-
ance Education Program. This train-
ing—more commonly known as
D.A.R.E.—teaches young students basic
skills for responsible decisionmaking.

I thank the officers of the Bensalem
Township Police Department for their
work with Benjamin Rush Elementary
School and for their commitment to
educating young citizens in our dis-
trict.
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In the face of a growing opioid crisis,
it is vital that students learn about the
consequences of drug abuse.

Mr. Speaker, as an EMT and vice
chair of the Bipartisan Heroin Task
Force, I applaud the efforts of edu-
cational programs like these and all
those who seek to learn from them.
Educating the young people in our
communities about the potential dan-
gers of drug abuse is absolutely crucial,
and it is my hope that they will use the
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tools they have learned to lead safer
and healthier lives and to become lead-
ers in the lower Bucks County commu-
nity.
CREATION OF A NEW GOLD STAR FAMILIES
MEMORIAL MONUMENT

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker,
this December, ground was broken at
the Washington Crossing National
Cemetery for the creation of a new
Gold Star Families Memorial Monu-
ment. These monuments are erected
across this country to recognize U.S.
military members who have laid down
their lives and their family members
who have suffered alongside of them.

Among those ©present for the
groundbreaking was Hershel ‘“Woody”’
Williams. Mr. Williams, a former ma-
rine, is the last surviving Medal of
Honor recipient for honorable service
during the Battle of Iwo Jima. It was
with the help of his foundation that
this monument was made possible.

These memorials include stories
about homeland, family, patriot, and
sacrifice. In the center is a cutout that
represents the loved one who has sac-
rificed their life in defense of our great
country.

Mr. Speaker, we can never forget
those who have paid the ultimate price
to secure our freedoms, nor can we for-
get the families who supported them in
their noble endeavors. We are so proud
to have a Gold Star Families Memorial
Monument in our district.

————

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until 10
a.m. today.

Accordingly (at 9 o’clock and 31 min-
utes a.m.), the House stood in recess.

——
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. WOMACK) at 10 a.m.

————

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer:

Loving God, we give You thanks for
giving us another day.

In the waning days of the first ses-
sion of the 115th Congress, help the
Members of the House, and those of the
Senate, to act wisely and carefully in
the important work they do.

And as our Nation passes through
this holy season for millions of Ameri-
cans, may there be good will in our
communities and peace and reconcili-
ation where those virtues are so sorely
needed.

May all that is done within the peo-
ple’s House be for Your greater honor
and glory.

Amen.

———

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
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